Physiological Measures and Their Potential for the Assessment of Pediatric Hearing Needs.
The purpose of this article is to discuss how cortical auditory evoked potentials might be used to assess speech perception capacity in infants, including acoustic change complex data collected in our laboratory. This article is a summary of a paper presented at the HEaring Across the Lifespan (HEAL) Conference held June 5-7, 2014, in Cernobbio, Italy. Highlights from data collected in infants and the main issues needing investigation for clinical application are presented. Preliminary studies show promising results for the acoustic change complex and confirm that further inquiry into its clinical application is warranted. The presence of an onset response can be used clinically to confirm that auditory information has reached the cortex; however, the absence of a response cannot be interpreted with confidence.